
Knights of Columbus 
St. Mary’s Parish Pinckney, Michigan  Council # 11761 

 

General Business Meeting Minutes: December 11, 2024 
 

OFFICERS
E  Chaplain  Fr. Dan Kogut 
_ Grand Knight  Mike Aulette 
_ Deputy Grd Knight Gerard Gonos 
E Chancellor  Dave Esser 
_ Recorder  Paul Cassar 
_ Financial Secretary John Kukalis 
_ Treasurer  Scott Berry 
_ Lecturer  Vacant 
_ Advocate  Dan Cooke 
E Warden  Todd Darling 
E Inside Guard  Tony O’Branovic 
E Outside Guard Hank Kiel 
_ Trustee (3 yr)  John Korneder 
E Trustee (2 yr)  Tim Rolling 
E Trustee (1 yr)  Clint Bonkowski  

DIRECTORS 
Program Andy Weisel / Rod Forman 
Faith  Dcn. Thomas Rea 
Vocations Dcn. Dan Hall 
Community Tim Rolling 
Life  Rod Forman 
Health   Dale Pepper 
Family  Todd Darling 
Youth  Dan Cooke 
Membership TBD 
Retention Dave Esser 
Council  Phil Meilak 
Field Agent Patrick Arndt 
District Deputy Steve Schafer

E = Excused  X = Absent 

Pending Membership Approval 
Meeting Opened: 7:30 pm 
Opening Prayer offered by:  Mike Aulette 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved as amended. 
 
Treasurers Report:  Br. Scott Berry 

   



 
Deposits Tonight 

- $366 – Kans4Kids 
- $203 – Pasties 

 
Grand Knight: Mike Aulette 

- Monthly challenge from Supreme – remain watchful, pursue holiness and God’s will – meditate 
upon the shepherds who watched their herds on the night of Christ’s birth 

- Free throw contest (Dan Cooke) 
o Would like to talk about small prizes for each age group (idea for a Dick’s gift card) 
o Jan 25th is the tentative date that we’ll work towards 

- Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest Dec 18th at noon; prizes- will need to increase the amounts 
as there’s three groups instead of two like the past 

- Diocesan meeting Jan 22nd St Fowlerville at 7-9pm; dinner starts at 6pm 
- Phil is getting better and walking – please keep him in your prayers 
- Dale is also getting better though not mobile yet – please keep him in your prayers 
- Keep Rick Meyer in your prayers 
- January 19th is our next planned exemplification after 11:30 Mass with our first onboarding session 

thereafter 
o Have one new member in mind – need to get some new candidates 

 
Program Director: Andy Weisel  

- All forms are up to date and we have enough programs to achieve star council – just need to recruit 
new members 

 
District Deputy Steve Schafer 

- Spent time with all the State officers in Lansing – please keep first lady Mandy Borsnik in your 
prayers who is recovering from a stroke 

- Encouraged Andy to be our official EFF for COR – agreed to proceed 
- Membership – encouraged us to keep on it, passed out some recruitment material 
- Thank you for getting your 10784’s in, over half the councils hadn’t yet submitted one 
- Encourage everyone to participate in Rite to Life initiatives  
- Please let me know when you want to hand over the Keep Christ in Christmas posters – state wide 

judging is around Jan 31st  
- Livingston County Catholic Charities – new chapel donations are welcome 
- 4th degree meeting tomorrow at St. John in Hartland for those interested 
- 4th degree would like us to host a meeting, please check your calendars and advise, the meetings are 

the second Thurs of the month 
- Semi-annual audit is due at the end of Jan 
- Bi-district meeting Feb 6th at St. John in Heartland – officers are encouraged, GK, PD, FS are highly 

encouraged to attend 
- Men’s conference March 22nd – Dan Cooke will be our parish captain to encourage others to join 
- State conference is in May but please assign your delegates by February  
- Holy Cross Services (provide assistance to those in need) they’re selling Calendars for $30 which is 

also a raffle – gave us five if anyone is interested 
- You should have all received the state raffle tickets (a portion does come back to the council) 

 
Unfinished Business /New Business:  

- Motion to donate $250 to Toys for Tots (UNA) 
- Bob Phipps: Food basket/ pantry program makes a big impact and major differences in peoples lives 
- Dan Cooke: Village of Pinckney Mayer is a Knight, would like to invite him to a meeting to speak 

about ongoing initiatives 



- Would like to consider donating to the new chapel Livingston County Catholic Charities and will 
make a proposal at the Jan general business meeting. 

 
Sick and Prayer List: Fr. Dan, Dcn. Dan, Dcn. Randy, Dcn Randy, Dcn Tom, Reno Cassar, Josh Ross, Randy 
Ault, Kelli Souheaver, Julie Janson, Mike Aulette, Larry Schimmel, Steve Schafer, Dale Pepper, Phil Meilak, 
Amanda Smith, Israel Cox, Michael Smith, Rick Meyer, Dave & Vicki Esser and family, &  1st Lady Mandy 
Borsnik 
Repose of the Souls: Betty Weisel, Peter Shonina, Fr. Bill Wegher, Nancy & Harry Birchard 
 
Knight of the Month: Chuck Kronk for all his help with the Rescue Project 
Family of the Month: Jim & Jill Bonifer and family for their help at multiple events 
Closing Prayer:  Mike Aulette 
Meeting Closed:  9:00 pm 
Respectfully submitted by Recorder Br. Paul X. Cassar 


