
Knights of Columbus 
St. Mary’s Parish Pinckney, Michigan  Council # 11761 

 

General Business Meeting Minutes: January 8, 2025 
 

OFFICERS
E  Chaplain  Fr. Dan Kogut 
_ Grand Knight  Mike Aulette 
_ Deputy Grd Knight Gerard Gonos 
_ Chancellor  Dave Esser 
_ Recorder  Paul Cassar 
_ Financial Secretary John Kukalis 
_ Treasurer  Scott Berry 
_ Lecturer  Vacant 
_ Advocate  Dan Cooke 
E Warden  Todd Darling 
_ Inside Guard  Tony O’Branovic 
E Outside Guard Hank Kiel 
_ Trustee (3 yr)  John Korneder 
E Trustee (2 yr)  Tim Rolling 
E Trustee (1 yr)  Clint Bonkowski  

DIRECTORS 
Program Andy Weisel / Rod Forman 
Faith  Dcn. Thomas Rea 
Vocations Dcn. Dan Hall 
Community Tim Rolling 
Life  Rod Forman 
Health   Dale Pepper 
Family  Todd Darling 
Youth  Dan Cooke 
Membership TBD 
Retention Dave Esser 
Council  Phil Meilak 
Field Agent Patrick Arndt 
District Deputy Steve Schafer

E = Excused  X = Absent 

Pending Membership Approval 
Meeting Opened: 7:30 pm 
Opening Prayer offered by:  Mike Aulette 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved as amended. 
 
Treasurers Report:  Br. Scott Berry 

 
 
Deposits Tonight 

- $50  Dues  
- $33.5  Kans4Kids 
- $400  Refund from Supreme 
- $20 General donation 

 
 
 



Bills Paid Tonight 
- Supreme  $397.00 
- John Kukalis   $894.64 Gift Cards 
- Scott Berry  $270.96 Breakfast 
- Caramagno Foods $946.69 Breakfast 

 
Grand Knight: Mike Aulette 

- Sunday January 19th, we have an exemplification after 11:30 Mass (have at least 1 and will seek 
some more) 

o Noticed on the roster that not all council members are third degree, would be good to reach 
out to those members to join us on the 19th 

- Diocesan meeting St. Agnes Fowlerville Jan 22nd 6-9pm 
- Feb 6th at St. John in Howell 6-8:30 bi-district meeting 
- March 22nd is the Lansing Men’s conference  

o Would be a good idea to organize transportation to travel together 
 
District Deputy Steve Schafer 

- Appreciate all the efforts from this council! 
- Keep Christ in Christmas posters were great, judging at the state level will conclude at the end of the 

month 
- Chapel initiative for LCCC will be avail through early Feb 
- Semi-annual audit is due at the end of the month 
- The diocesan free-throw context Sunday March 2nd at St. Pat’s school gym 
- Spelling Bee for the State is March 1st  
- State convention is in May, will need to elect delegates in early Feb 
- Be thinking about succession planning for officer positions 
- Charitable opportunities –  

o Raffle tickets, 20% of the proceeds comes back to the council 
o Holy cross services calendars 
o Meals on wheels (will send something over with more info; they need help for additional 

drivers) 
- 4th degree meeting tomorrow at Aubree’s in Howell at 5:30pm 
- 4th degree dinner gala Sat Feb 1st, all Knights are welcome at St. Pats in Brighton and only $25 for 

dinner including drinks 
- 4th degree next exemplification is April 26th at St. Phillip parish in Battle Creek 

o There may be an opportunity to host an upcoming 4th degree exemplification 
 
Unfinished Business /New Business:  

- Youth faith-based baseball league is doing very well and wanted to say thank you very much 
o Dine to donate at Aubree’s will get us the date when known 

- Bob Phipps – update on the food pantry  
o 215 individuals were served from Thanksgiving through New Years Eve 

▪ 27 families being serviced on a regular basis 
o Worth brother in need, will provide further details later for consideration of a donation 

- Joseph Burk – FOCUS hosts a SEEK conference, there were 3 locations this year 
o Went with MI Tech by Buss to Salt Lake City 
o Would encourage everyone to consider making a donation to FOCUS and attending one of 

the conferences next year (location in Columbus)  
- Would like to consider donating to the new chapel Livingston County Catholic Charities  

o Motion to donate $2,500 (2/2) UNA 
- Free throw contest had a conflict with our previously assumed date but the district date is later than 

we thought, so we will do the free-throw contest, will work on nailing down the date 
- Need to get the Spelling Bee list over to the school 



- Motion to donate $1,000 Southeast MI Slingshots (1/2) from the Kans4Kids account 
- Have two Knights that are honor guard, would like to pay for uniforms – would like to include in the 

budget for the next Fraternal year 
 
Sick and Prayer List: Fr. Dan, Dcn. Randy, Dcn. Randy, Dcn. Tom, Dcn. Dan, Jennifer Cooke, Patrick Arndt, 
Kathleen Rea, Christy Brookings, Doc Rudin, Randy Ault, Laura O’Branovic, Tony / Kathy / Marie Esser, Jim 
Hoffman, Margaret Lulek, Wayne Berry, Guerllni family, Brenden Burke & Anna Schoen, Tim Burke Sr, Jimmy 
Hayner & Stephanie Harangozo, Katie / Francis / Rowan Leung, the state of California, Israel Cox, Michael 
Smith, Amanda Smith, David Gilbert, & Reno Cassar. 
Repose of the Souls: Alexis Jega, John Krueger, Vicki Esser, Diana Love, & Frank Gonos 
 
Knight of the Month: Tim Burk for leading the Rosary at the Vicki Esser’s funeral and leading music ministry  
Family of the Month: Dave Esser and family (Dave, Clint, Matt and kids) for all their help with breakfast 
Closing Prayer:  Mike Aulette 
Meeting Closed:  9:00 pm 
Respectfully submitted by Recorder Br. Paul X. Cassar 


