
Knights of Columbus 
St. Mary’s Parish Pinckney, Michigan  Council # 11761 

 

General Business Meeting: April 9, 2025 
 

OFFICERS
E  Chaplain  Fr. Dan Kogut 
E Grand Knight  Mike Aulette 
_ Deputy Grd Knight Gerard Gonos 
_ Chancellor  Dave Esser 
_ Recorder  Paul Cassar 
_ Financial Secretary John Kukalis 
_ Treasurer  Scott Berry 
_ Lecturer  Vacant 
_ Advocate  Dan Cooke 
_ Warden  Todd Darling 
E Inside Guard  Tony O’Branovic 
E Outside Guard Hank Kiel 
_ Trustee (3 yr)  John Korneder 
E Trustee (2 yr)  Tim Rolling 
E Trustee (1 yr)  Clint Bonkowski  

DIRECTORS 
Program Andy Weisel / Rod Forman 
Faith  Dcn. Thomas Rea 
Vocations Dcn. Dan Hall 
Community Tim Rolling 
Life  Rod Forman 
Health   Dale Pepper 
Family  Todd Darling 
Youth  Dan Cooke 
Membership TBD 
Retention Dave Esser 
Council  Phil Meilak 
Field Agent Patrick Arndt 
District Deputy Steve Schafer

E = Excused  X = Absent 

Pending Membership Approval 
Meeting Opened: 7:30 pm 
Opening Prayer offered by:  Gerard Gonos 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved as amended. 
 
Treasurer Report:  Br. Scott Berry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deposits Tonight 
Dues Checks x3     $144 
 
Bills Paid Tonight 
Caramango foods Supplies  $4,182.77 
William E Walter Inc gas line upgrades $2,780.00 
Mike Aulette  Fish Fry Expenses $22.87 
John Kukalis   St. Patrick’s Day Dance $688.78 
White Family  Match Donation $3,000 
Mike Aulette  State Convention $2,000 
Andy Weisel  State Convention $2,000 
 
 
District Deputy: Steve Schafer 

- Recognition passed out for recruiting new members: Joseph Burk, Andy Weisel, and Tony O’Branovic 
- Thank you for all that you’ve been doing, especially with membership 
- If we achieve 125% of the membership goal, there is an incentive - a banner to display 
- Thank you for being Youth Compliant – the entire district is now compliant 
- Please consider donating to the ASAP Pass the Hat 
- 107084 report – our council is looking good; be mindful of dates submitted to the Columbian 
- If you have not received the State raffle tickets, please let me know, as I have heard of others who 

never received them, and I am putting together a report 
- Please prayerfully consider becoming an officer and hold your elections in May and June 
- Ensure that Knight of the Month and Family of the Month are reported to the newsletter 
- Looking for councils to host bi-district meetings, diocesan meeting, etc… We’re always looking for 

volunteers (July, August, Sept, and Oct) 
- Sat. Jun 21st for the Bishop’s Jubilee Mass at Jackson Field and Eucharistic procession passed the 

Capital in Lansing 
- The 4th Degree meeting is tomorrow at St. Mary Magdalene  
- Tragic natural disasters in different parts of the country that the Knights have collected for – there 

could be a need per the devastating ice storm in northern Michigan. Would like to think about 
gathering volunteers/fundraising for those in need 

- Lent is almost ending – encouragement to finish strong! 
 
Deputy Grand Knight: Gerard Gonos 

- Need to make checks out to delegates for the State Convention 
- Need to talk about ASAP donation at the state convention 
- Reminder that nominations for new officers are next month and the final vote in June 

o Would like to plan for Officer Installation after the planning meeting in June 
- The clergy appreciation dinner is on May 17th  

o Formal invites going out this week 
o Catered by Jonna’s – Mediterranean dinner 
o Invited our RSVP candidates that we sponsor as well as incoming Fr. Tyler 
o Need to vote on knight and family of the year at this month’s planning meeting 

- Last fish fry this week and will need additional help 
- After Exodus 90 is over, Easter 50 begins, leading up to Pentecost 

 
Treasurer: Scott Berry  

- For the next meeting, we will have a summary of revenue and expenses for the fish fry (65% of 
proceeds go to the school to the scholarship program). Volunteers from the school have been solid. 

- Last fish fry this week and will need additional help with Tim Burk Sr.’s funeral the same day, and 
normal volunteers would be helping  

o Thank you very much to all those who have helped! 



 
Dave Esser: Golf 

- Andy sent out a note that has gotten sponsors in the past – please follow up with the businesses 
that you are assigned to and reach out to anyone that you do business with for new sponsorships 

- If you do want to golf, please let us know, as we sold out last year 
 
Unfinished Business / New Business:  

- Motion to match the donations made to the Knights for White Family (collected close to $3,000) for 
a total proposed donation of $6,000 ($3,000 check will be cut tonight (for funds already collected) 
and an additional $3,000 upon a second approved vote next month). (2/2 UNA) 

- Susan LeVasseur's daughter is at Mercy High School and is competing in robotics and has advanced 
to the world finals competition. Looking for donations for travel to and from Houston for 25 
students and 5 adults. Motion to donate $500 (UNA) 

o Idea to help with transportation to and from the airport 
- After Randy Bret and Josh are ordained as Deacons, we would like to pay for 2 rounds of donuts and 

a party sub. Motion for no more than $300 (UNA) 
- Motion to donate $500 to ASAP for the State convention (State will match $100 for every $500 

donation) 
 

- Everyone, please remember to stop by the Knights room after Mass this weekend to grab aprons 
and collectors for MI (tootsie roll drive) 

 
Sick and Prayer: Fr. Dan, Fr. Tyler, Our parish Deacons, Reno Cassar, Marshall Demin, Mark Brewnaitan, Tom 
Kleinschmidt, Tony Esser, Marie Esser, Joan Esser, Kathy Esser, Jim Hoffman, Samantha Schadel, and Randy 
Ault 
Repose of the Souls: Tim Burk Sr., Tom Rea, Gaily Allen, Ken Lee 
 
Knight of the Month: Tim Jones (and his son) for helping out with the fish dinners and cleaning up at the St. 
Patrick’s Day dinner 
Family of the Month: John Kukalis and family for putting together and running the St. Patrick’s Day dinner. 
 
Closing Prayer:  Gerard Gonos 
Meeting Closed:  8:30 pm 
Respectfully submitted by Recorder Br. Paul X. Cassar 


