
Knights of Columbus 
St. Mary’s Parish Pinckney, Michigan  Council # 11761 

 

General Business Meeting: July 9, 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

E = Excused X = Absent 
 

Pending Membership Approval 
Meeting Opened: 7:30 pm 
Opening Prayer offered by:  Andy Weisel 
The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved as amended (UNA) 
 
Treasurer Report:  Br. Scott Berry 

 
 
 
Deposits Tonight 
Kans4Kids  $31 
Bills Paid Tonight 
KofC Supreme  Per Capita  $408.25 
Rod Forman  Golf Supplies  $323.60 
Ron Abbott  Marriage Prep   $206.00 
 
 
 

OFFICERS 

_ Chaplain Fr. Tyler Arens 
_ Grand Knight Andy Weisel  
_ Deputy Grd Knight Dan Cooke 
_ Chancellor Dave Esser 
_ Recorder Paul Cassar 
_ Financial Secretary John Kukalis 
_ Treasurer Scott Berry 
_ Lecturer Pat Hohl 
_ Advocate Eric Shanes 
E Warden Todd Darling 
_ Inside Guard Tony O’Branovic 
E Outside Guard Hank Kiel 
_ Trustee (3 yr)  Jim Bonifer 
_ Trustee (2 yr)  John Korneder 
_ Trustee (1 yr)  Pat Hohl  

DIRECTORS 

Program Dave Esser 
Faith Dcn. Randy Coffelt 
Vocations Dcn. Dan Hall 
Community Tim Rolling 
Life Rick Kolnitys 
Health  Dale Pepper 
Public Relations Dan Cooke 
Family Todd Darling 
Membership TBD 
Retention Dave Esser 
4th Degree Liaison Dave Iwanski 
Faith Formation  Jim Bonifer 
Pastoral Council Rep Phil Meilak 
Youth Dan Cooke 
Field Agent Patrick Arndt 
District Deputy Steve Schafer 



Grand Knight: Andy Weisel 
- We’ll have an agenda sent out for the general business meeting going forward 
- We’ll discuss the budget in the new business 
- Facebook page – sent out a link, we’ll try to use more often to capture younger members 
- “Cor” was established in part by Fr. Tyler in Jackson and will incorporate some of those principles 

more here: prayer, formation, and fraternity (for all men in the parish) 
 
Financial Secretary: John Kukalis 

- Will send out checks this week from MI Drive  
- Budget for this fraternal year – summarized iterative changes 
- 1st Tuesday of every month, St. Mary’s will pray in front of Planned Parenthood in Ann Arbor 

(Professional Drive) 
 

Dave Esser: Golf 
- The weather looks good, perhaps rain in the afternoon 
- 28 teams thus far 
- Please check with Rod Forman if you’re volunteering on when to arrive (no later than 6:45 am if 

helping in the morning) 
- $10.5k for sponsor money thus far 

 
Rod Forman: 

- Aug 17th at Ironwood is the 4th Degree golf outing, we usually sponsor a hole for $90 
- LCUI golf outing 6th of September, we sponsor the lunch for $250 

o LCUI has been meeting bi-monthly, next meeting is in August 
o Since some of the first machines were delivered in ~2014, they need to be replaced – please 

continue to pray for the LCUI 
 

Dale Pepper: 
- On Tues Oct 14th, Focus on Life Dinner, we usually sponsor a table and fill it. Will cut a council check 

to do so. 
- Blood drive is July 17th at 10 am, could use 2-4 volunteers to help set up and a few to help clean up 

around 6 pm 
 

District Deputy: Steve Schafer 
- Please continue to pray for the State Deputy’s wife, Mandy, who's recovering from a stroke  
- Congrats to all the new officers! Thank you to the past officers for your service! 
- Thank you for getting all of your forms in 
- Summer leadership conference in Bay City (all state/diocesan level Knights) 

o 70% of councils in the state showed growth last year (just missed the overall State goal by 
about 100 new members or so) 

o To be qualified to be a Knight, you have to be a practicing Catholic – this should only be 
determined by a Priest or Bishop, not by council members 

o 107804 forms – use the program name, not the event name (e.g., Use RSVP and not 
“seminarian support”) 

o Coats for Kids, buy one, get one free, has to be verified through the State 
- Next week, Tuesday is the Diocesan meeting in Jackson, dinner at 6 pm, and meeting thereafter 
- St. Pat’s is having an exemplification on July 20th at 12:45 if you have one or two candidates ready  
- Audit is in Aug 
- Living Rosary Sept 13 at 2 pm on the State Capitol lawn – would like to boost attendance this year 
- 4th degree – meeting tomorrow at St. Mary Magdalene  
- Fall Exemplification is on Sept 27th in Jackson in the new format 

 
 



Unfinished Business / New Business:  
- Reviewed budget – motion to approve the budget (UNA) 

- Motion to donate a $500 scholarship to a Pinckney High School graduating Senior going to 

college, one male and one female ($1,000 total; $500 incremental to the budget) in 2026 

(UNA) 

o Dan wrote out criteria for the winner 

o Will need to develop a subcommittee to review applicants and choose the winner  

- Motion to donate a $500 scholarship to Catholic High School in 2026 to one male and one 

female from St. Mary’s Parish ($1,000 total; $500 incremental to the budget) (any year 

tuition) (UNA) 

- Bridges of Hope Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction, August 8 (TBD on the time) would 

like to donate to make Spaghetti (included in the budget) 

- Free music at Timber Trace this Friday at 5pm-9pm 

- Free music Blues Jam on the farm at 3800 W M36 next to St. Mary’s Sunday 27nd  

o Bring your own drinks and chairs 

- Would like to consider donations for the flood in Texas, will discuss more at the planning 

meeting, and see what guidance Supreme has to offer 
 
Chaplain: Fr. Tyler 

- Thank you for all the work that this council does! 
- The work with the Knights is far more than doing charitable works (which are good!) – it’s so 

important that we remember our identity first and foremost as a Catholic Men's Fraternal 
Organization.  

o Understand the mission and carry it out – increase each other's faith 
 
Sick and Prayer: Fr. Tyler, Dcn. Randy, Dcn. Dan, Dcn. Ryan, Brian & Matt Corwin, Bill Backlund, Adam 
Carlile, Lee Hazel, Mike Bourdeau, Kathy Meyer, Marlene Beck, Ruth Miller, Susan Gurta, Mary Press, Kay 
Muller, Fr. John Rocus, Ben Storemski, Mark Pogorzelski, Bob Tedrick, Betty Zielinski, Laura O’Branovic,  
Darren Casey, Randy Ault, Buddy Ault, Mark Maratta, Pope’s intention for formation in discernment, Tony 
Esser, Marie Esser, Kathy Esser, John Esser, Jim Hoffman, Reno Cassar, Jeff Gabel, McKenna Redfern, Amy 
Berry, & Jolene O’Donoghue 
Repose of the Souls: Bishop Mengling, Jo Ann Burton, Jaylin Perez, Vicki Esser, Patty Ferris, Phil & Helen 
Lega, Fred & Betty Weisel 
 
 
Knight of the Month: Fr. Dan for his leadership and service 
Family of the Month: Eric Shanes and his family for all that they have done  
 
Closing Prayer:  Andy Weisel 
Meeting Closed:  8:40 pm 
Respectfully submitted by Recorder Br. Paul X. Cassar 


